
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                   March 8, 2015 
  
THIRD  SUNDAY  IN  LENT 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship  
 Hymn – 339 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, my mind is terribly cluttered.  I have thoughts 
and feelings running through my head, whose content is often 
a mystery to me, and which I experience as distressing.  Even if 
I sit still, my mind is not still, and I find myself struggling to 
focus and pay attention.  I want this mental frenzy to vanish, 
for it to be replaced by calm, and I strive for this.  If I could I 
would rid myself of thinking and feeling, hoping in this way to 
quiet my mind and find some tranquility.  I am not successful in 
acquiring what I am seeking; in fact, my efforts increase the 
clutter in my mind.  I believe the clutter I experience is the by-
product of the way my mind evaluates everything about me.  I 
seem to be wondering consciously and unconsciously about 
how I am doing, and to be worrying that I am not on-target.  
My efforts to de-clutter my mind feed this and intensify it.  I 
realize I am trying to fix myself, something you never ask me to 
do, but I make the effort anyway.  What you do ask of me is to 
notice what is true of me, and to be receptive to your 
acceptance of me as I am.  I wonder how doing so would 
impact the clutter in my mind. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 2:13-22 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – Insert [Make Me A Captive, Lord] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – Insert [Lead, Kindly Light] 
 Charge and Benediction 
 
**  People who have arrived late are seated.



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY      1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings for March 15, 2015 
Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22; 

Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21 
 

F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch.  Plan to stay, and bring some 
food to share. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


THIRD  SUNDAY  IN  LENT [John 2:13-22] 

 In the beginning of this text the word translated as “temple” is 
a Greek word meaning “a sacred place.” The word refers to the 
entire area on which a temple building is placed, the building and 
the grounds. Inside the temple building is a central sanctuary. This 
space is referred to by a different Greek word, although this 
Greek word is also translated into English as “temple.” In Greek, a 
temple is “a sacred place” with “a central sanctuary.” In English, 
the word “temple” comes from the root “to cut,” and the form of 
the root is a word meaning “an open space reserved for or cut out 
for observation.” We will use this root to give meaning to the 
phrase “a sacred place.” “A sacred place” is one reserved for 
observation. The word “observe” means: “to be or become aware 
of, especially through careful and directed attention.” So, a sacred 
place is a place in which we are made aware through careful 
attention. This goes well with the idea of God as the creator of 
insight, and especially well with the understanding of Christ as the 
aspect of God who inhabits our lives and discloses to us the truth 
of the person we are. The temple, the sacred place within us, is a 
place we can observe the insights given us by Christ. 

We will refine this a little. In the second part of the text the 
writer of John refers to Christ as “the temple.” Here the word 
temple is the one which refers to the central sanctuary. At 
Christmas we described the birth of Christ as the appearance in us 
of a mind that does not judge us for who we are, who instead 
welcomes and accepts us as we are. Perhaps we can say the 
sanctuary in the center of our temple has the characteristics 
associated with Christ: it is a sanctuary, a refuge, a place where 
we are allowed to rest from the criticism and evaluation that 
normally comes with self-awareness, where it is safe to observe 
the truth about our life, and where the truth of our life is 
disclosed and is then welcomed and accepted. 

This temple exists inside each of us. It is a sacred place, an 
open space reserved for observation, in the center of which is 
found the mind of Christ, disclosing us to ourselves, welcoming 
what is revealed, encouraging us to become aware of the person 
we are through careful attention. This is the “good news.” The 

“bad news” is that this temple is greatly cluttered. The word 
“clutter” does not refer to the many activities that fill our time. 
Clutter refers to the large number of feelings and thoughts which 
fill our minds and pull at our attention. These feelings and 
thoughts motivate our doing the many thing that fill our time, and 
they are what makes becoming aware through careful attention 
difficult at best, if not impossible. The origin of clutter is the way 
our mind assesses and evaluates us seeking to determine if we are 
on-target, or not. 

If we read this text looking for the Moral Sense of Scripture we 
will believe the moral of this story to be that the clutter in our 
temple needs to be cleaned up. Just as Jesus cleaned up the 
temple of his time, so we need to clean up our own by making 
changes in the way we live. When our minds work in this way we 
are moralizing, and intentionally or unintentionally our clutter will 
be viewed as “bad.” But actually, the clutter in our head is not 
“bad” or “good,” it just is: it is stuff which fills our life for reasons 
we often can no longer remember, and which will turn out to be 
mostly important if not necessary for our being able to function. 
The activities with which our life and mind are filled contribute to 
our well-being in some way, and often make contributions to the 
lives of other people. Stopping them will increase the agitation 
within us by depriving us of things that are important, thereby 
placing us into conflict with ourselves. The activity of sorting and 
sifting what is clutter and what is not will increase the activity of 
our moralizing mind and will heighten our tendency to assess and 
evaluate.  By our involvement in cleaning our own temple, our 
temple will not be less cluttered, but more cluttered. 

If we read this text looking for the Anagogical Sense of Scripture 
we will focus not so much on what we need to be doing as on what 
Christ is doing, and we may remember that the text tells us that 
Christ is the one who is cleaning up the clutter in our temple. If this 
task does not fall onto our shoulders we may find ourselves able to 
ease up on our moralizing which will make us less agitated and 
allow us to be more observant. What Christ will do is disclose to us 
what is true of us, mostly that our minds are frenzied and 
cluttered. As we become aware of just how cluttered our minds 



are, and as we begin to pay careful attention to how this is true, 
we will discover that the frenzy slowly diminishes and that the 
clutter slowly dissipates. It is not necessary to overcome the 
clutter; it is necessary to become aware of it and observe it, and 
to allow the sympathy and compassion of Christ to soften our 
attitude towards our clutter. Christ will disclose to us the value 
and importance of what fills our mind, or the truth that what fills 
our mind no longer has much value or importance. In this work 
there is less conflict and argument over keeping something or not, 
so our minds become quieter and our temple becomes less 
cluttered. When we are not being judged for our clutter it is 
easier to be curious about it, about how it began and why we still 
have it, in which case clutter becomes something to observe and 
ponder. In this process we become less agitated, more aware, and 
less cluttered. When Christ cleans our temple we find ourselves 
involved in a gradual unpacking of the way we live and what fills 
our mind. We see through some clutter so that it no longer 
attracts us, and then watch as it comes for us again and captures 
our mind, and then notice as its claim on us fades again as Christ 
brings back to awareness the reasons it is no longer so important. 
Christ leads us on this journey again and again, and we are asked 
to observe it. In the process, the clutter in our temple decreases, 
and over time we learn to trust the way Christ accomplishes this 
de-cluttering. 

 [Jim Robie, 3-6-15, Cycle B, John 2:13-22] 


